[Rob of the physician. An unequaled example of the past "secret remedy"against syphilis].
Since the 16th century syphilis treatment increased the use of mercury despite its strong toxicity. In 1764 in Paris Doctor Boyveau created the so-called rob without mercury and experimented it at the Bicêtre Hospital with the approval of the medical authorities. It was a real important success lasting till 1828, as Giradeau de Saint-Gervais took back the brand. However the suspicion of mercury in the remedy could not be proved.